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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 COTONO 00159 221311Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO OC-06 CCO-OO SY-05 SSO-OO /020 W 

221324Z 011919/44 

O 221231Z JAN 77 ZFF4 

FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 9282 

CONFIDENTIAL COTONOU 159 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: AEMR, CASC, DM 

SUBJECT: BENIN COUP: RELEASE OF CRO DAVIS 
REF: STATE 14220 

1 . EMBASSY SENT NOTE TO MFA AND PRESIDENCY THIS MORNING 
WITHDRAWING REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS WITH MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR AND PRESIDENT. WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT PROTEST 
BY DEAN OF CORP REGARDING DETENTION OF DIPLOMATS. 

2. DAVIS GAVE EMBASSY COMPLETE RUNDOWN ON THE EVENTS THAT 
HE SAW SUNDAY MORNING AS WELL AS DETENTION AND STATEMENT 
THAT HE SIGNED. WILL REPORT HIS OBSERVATIONS ON "COMBAT 
ACTION" SEPARATELY. 

3. STATEMENT WHICH DAVIS SIGNED HE DESCRIBED AS AN EXACT 
AND ACCURATE ACCOUNT OF HIS INTERROGATION BEFORE A BOARD 
OF 14 OR 15 MILITARY OFFICIALS ON THURSDAY. VICE-CONSUL 
NALL, WHO HAD STATEMENT READ TO HIM THURSDAY AND TODAY 
LISTENED TO DAVIS' DESCRIPTION OF BOTH INTERROGATION AND 
STATEMENT, AND CONFIRMS ACCURACY AND COMPLETENESS OF THE 
FOLLOWING STATEMENT. 

4. SUBSTANCE OF SIGNED STATEMENT WAS AS FOLLOWS: 

NAME, DATE OF BIRTH, NAMES OF BOTH PARENTS AND THEIR 

ADDRESS, WHERE HE WORKS (AMEMBASSY), WHAT JOB? (COMMUNICATOR) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 COTONO 00159 221311Z 

WHAT MACHINES DO YOU USE? (I OPERATE A TELETYPE) DO YOU 
OPERATE A RADIO? (WE HAVE ONE AT THE EMB) DO YOU OPERATE 
IT? (I CAN) LIST THE COUNTRIES YOU HAVE TRAVELLED IN. 

(GAVE LIST.) YOU WERE LAST IN LOME, HOW LONG? (TWO 
WEEKS.) ON VACATION? (NO, WORK.) WHERE IS YOUR PERMANENT 
DUTY STATION? (WASHINGTON D.C.) WHEN DID YOU BECOME A 
COMMUNICATIONS AGENT TRAVELLING IN AFRICA? (MAY 1976) 
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WHAT DID YOU DO BEFORE? (PERMANENT DUTY STATION IN INDONESIA) 
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF EVENTS OF SUNDAY, JANUARY 16? (DONT’T 
KNOW, THINK IT'S VERY SERIOUS.) SERIOUS EVENTS? (RIGHT) 

WHAT DID YOU SEE: DESCRIBE EVENTS. (NOT SURE, HEARD 
SHOOTING AT AIRPORT AND PALACE; COULDN'T SEE AYTHING. 

AT 10.15 SOLDIERS CAME, QUESTIONED ME THEN LEFT. 

AT ONE P.M. MORE SOLDIERS CAME, ARRESTED GUESTS, TOOK 
US TO POLICE STATION.) INTERROGATED? (NO, HELD TWO 
HOURS, TAKEN TO MILITARY CAMP.) HOW LONG DO YOU INTEND 
TO STAY IN COTONOU? (SIX WEEKS-TWO MONTHS.) LIST PEOPLE 
CONTACTED AND PLACES VISITED SINCE YOUR ARRIVAL. (GAVE 
LIST, INCLUDING GOING IN EMB VEHICLE TO AIRPORT FRIDAY 
EVENING TO MEET COURIER.) DO YOU THINK MFA INFORMED 
OF YOUR ARRIVAL? (NO.) WHY? (NOT NORMAL POLICY INFORM 
MFA WHEN DIPS HERE TDY.) WHO DID YOU REPLACE AT EMBASSY? 
(BARLOW) WHERE IS HE? (WASHINGTON D.C.) WHY ARE YOU 
STAYING IN A HOTEL? (NORMALLY TDY PERSONNEL PUT IN HOTEL.) 

ARE YOU ONLY ITINERANT COMMUNICATIONS AGENT TRAVELLING 
IN AFRICA? (NO, THERE ARE FOUR.) 

5. DAVIS REPORTS NO RPT NO QUESTIONS ON HIS TREATMENT 
WHILE IN DETENTION OR QUESTIONS OF A POLITICAL NATURE. 

VICE CONSUL CONFIRMS THAT STATEMENT HAD NO SUCH 
QUESTIONS. 

LASOR 
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